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story of the mind comes to be generally known,
many years hence, there will be glances back at much
of the treatment we now impose upon our children
that will arouse similar feelings to those stirred when
we think of such examples as the sweeps' boys in
the chimneys of our country a century ago or of
the public hanging of boys for petty thefts at
that time, or of the continued binding of girls' feet
in China. What moves us is that these children
should ever have been so sinned against by inhuman
ignorance. In the realm of the mind, the compelling
to a sooty and vitiated home or other environment,
the unequal fight with austere and often heartless
authority, and the distortion frequently imposed
by those who at divers times stand in loco parenlis,
go far to stifle, destroy or deform the mental being
of the child.

All those who are devoting their lives to the examin-
ation of the intricate powers of the mind, especially
in their more extreme manifestations of mental ill-
health or criminality, are agreed that the results of
their discoveries will have a far greater influence
upon education than in any other field. When the
disease has been tracked to its source and fully
diagnosed there is commenced a process of re-
education ; the very term implying that education
in the first instance was faulty. As these investi-
gations are continued they call more and more
attention to the great importance of unconscious1

1 The word " unconscious " is used here and subsequently
because at the present time it appears to be the more commonly
accepted term. The future may shew that the older word
" subconscious " gives the more adequate description of those
mental activities not present to waking consciousness.